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ipssific Jtatisticsl iequirements to bs Levied on
Sapartoent of Jtgte.

i+ The Statistical Hendbooks recently published by & number of
Sstellite nations appesr to provide sose new flexidility frem their
traditional pelicy of withholding foreign trade »tstistics. It ap-
peare riane, therefors, to supgest that Departmont of State take
setion en this iam and officially reguest some of the infermstion
pot yei svailable through overt sources.

2. 0ff1eially the Department ef State spproesh amizht tske the
form of a request for exchange of spocified official trade statise
tics. In the U.3., thess data are pedlished om &ar unelassified
baeis, ard readily available to foreign officisls slready. Our ree
quast would therefore enteil a relatively inscuous “euid pro quo®
on our part for inforsstion which would prove fmvalusble in cer ate
$enpls to amalywe Bloc trade. Kefusmal by Sutellite officisls would
bave ne effect on the avallability of existing chamnels for such in-
fermetion,

3 If Depsytumsnt of State feels &t is undesivable to go shead
with this groject in its entiredy, it i» sugrested that the OER
request be ITimited to those 3stellites already pro@ucing Statipties)
Handbooks (i.s. Poland, Rast Germany, and Hangsry) or, at the very
mivdmam, to Poland slome. Poland'a relstive independsnce from Hoscow's
dletation and ils negotimtions for a 7.5, loan may meke it particularly
susceptible to this propessl, shich is, after 11, z normel precedure
axcne nations engeved in commerital iniercourse.

he Specifisally cur initisl request might include only the
*olame of ssch Satellite's trmde (imports and exports) with all coun-
tries of the world from 154€ to the present snd if negotistions pro-
eond on an orderly dasls, the compodity eomposition of such trade
might be imcluded. The success of these negotistions mipht pressse
almoat unlimitod possibilities for the accwwilstion of necessery
inteiligenes in almost all aress of (ER's responatbility,

— I

e/s/o R 5162 (15 march 1557)

Approved For Release 200

25X1A9a



